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Nolita Palomar (Alice) —originally from Dayton, Ohio and 
Spain— is a recent Rhodes College graduate and is thrilled 
to return to the New Moon stage! Her favorite Rhodes The-
atre Guild (RTG) productions include Wire in the Garden 
(Elsie Woolcott), Amélie (ensemble), and Alice by Heart 
(Red Cross Nurse/Queen of Hearts), each recognized as 
Best Ensemble Ostrander winners. In Memphis, perfor-
mance credits include A Monster Calls (Lily, Best Ensemble 

Ostrander winner) and most recently Nunsense (Sister Mary Amnesia). Other 
favorite performances include The Drowsy Chaperone (Janet Van de Graaff), 
Young Frankenstein (Elizabeth Benning), and Legally Blonde (Serena). Nolita ex-
tends her admiration to her fellow Drowning Girls, Nichol and Kate, for making 
rehearsals feel like home, and thanks Aliza, Katy, and Emily for being nothing 
short of incredible. She sends all her love to her mom, her biggest fan, while ded-
icating this performance to her father—who will always have the best seat in the 
house. She hopes the show takes your breath away!  @nolitapalomar  

Kate Peckham (Bessie) is always grateful for an opportunity 
to perform with New Moon! She has previously performed 
with New Moon in The Minutes, Reefer Madness! The Musi-
cal, The Squirrels, Evil Dead: The Musical, and Shockheaded 
Peter. Other favorite credits include Cabaret, Spamalot!, The 
Smell of the Kill, and The Western Park Album. Kate also 
loves working with the neurodivergent community with 
Germantown Community Theatre’s A Stage For All! “Big 
love and thanks to mom, dad, Christopher, and the cats for all their love and 
support, and for letting me spend so much time playing pretend.”

Nichol Pritchard (Margaret) is thrilled to join the cast of 
The Drowning Girls. Some of her favorite regional roles in-
clude: Violet (Violet, GCT), Swartzy (The 25th Annual Put-
nam County Spelling Bee, Theatre Memphis), Miss Thorne 
( Ruthless! The Musical, Theatre Memphis, Ostrander 
Nomination), Adelaide (Guys and Dolls, Theatre Memphis, 
Ostrander win), and Alice Beane (Titanic, Harrell Theater, 

Ostrander Win). “Thanks to my family and friends, especially the mascara mob, 
for their love and continuing support and kisses to Joe.”
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Melissa Andrews (Lighting Designer) (she/her) is thrilled 
to return to New Moon after having most recently designed 
A Particle of Dread (Oedipus Variations) and The Minutes 
(Ostrander nomination). Other recent credits include Pippin 
(Kudzu Playhouse), Tragedy Sound (POTS@theWorks), and 
Alice by Heart (Rhodes Theatre Guild; Ostrander nomination). 

Melissa is grateful to Aliza and the production team for the opportunity to help 
tell this story. 

Laurie Boller (Properties Designer) is excited to be working 
with such a talented cast and crew! Most recently, Laurie 
designed props and set dressing for Lonetree Live’s Ostrander 
nominated production of Dance Nation. Her other notable 
projects include New Moon Theatre’s productions of: A Mon-
ster Calls, Squirrels, Misery (Ostrander nominated), Quills, 
Pillowman (Ostrander nominated), Small Mouth Sounds and 
Eurydice. Laurie’s stage-managing credits at Theatre Memphis include: Rasheeda 
Speaking and Judy, Just For You. Her previous Assistant Stage Manager credits 
(also at Theatre Memphis) include: The Man Who Came To Dinner, August Osage 
County, 39 Steps, The Submission, As You Like It, and The Royal Family. She would 
like to thank her family, especially her husband, Greg, for their constant love and 
support.

Jabria Chanel (Charge Artist)  is a scenic painter and set 
designer based in Memphis, Tennessee. She is currently pursu-
ing a degree in Theatre Arts Design at Southwest Tennessee 
Community College. You may have last seen her work in New 
Moon Theatre’s productions of The Minutes and A Particle of 
Dread: Oedipus Variations. Drowning Girls marks her third 
production with New Moon Theatre, and she is delighted to 
continue collaborating with the company.

Michelle Malone (Assistant Stage Manager) is excited to be 
involved with her first New Moon production and the first 
time as assistant stage manager. Michelle was last seen onstage 
as Kate in The Best Thing I Ever Did in Emerald Theatre’s 10 
Minute Play Fest. Michelle also plays a nurse and president 
of Woodruff Fontaine Museum (Come see us) “Much love 
to Mike and our two furry children for supporting my latest 
venture!”



ABOUT THE CREW

Conor McGiffin (Dialect Coach) (he/him) is a NY based ac-
tor, puppeteer, and writer. He’s a proud University of Michigan 
graduate and is thrilled to work his first show as a dialect coach! 
Recent productions: “MST3K”(TV and Tour), 42nd Street (Arts 
Center Coastal Carolina), 12 Angry Men: A New Musical (Asolo 
Rep), Ken Ludwig’s Lady Molly of Scotland Yard (World Pre-
miere), Clue (Greenbrier Valley Theatre) SUMMER: The Donna 

Summer Show, (Arts Center Coastal Carolina) Sunset Boulevard (ACT) 
and Titanic: The Musical (NSMT). Catch him as Tom Servo on the MST3K 
streaming app and PlutoTV!  “Many thanks to Aliza and Angel for inviting 
me to participate! Mom, Dad, and Bridget, I love you!” 
IG: @conormcgiffin

Alison Reingold (Assistant Stage Manager/Swing) is 
thrilled to join her second New Moon production. She 
was previously the swing in A Particle of Dread and is 
very thankful for this challenging opportunity.

Tim Romine (TD/Set Construction) (he/him) 
is a MacGyver type of a genius when working 
on design ideas! He has worked with New Moon several times. 
For Evil Dead the Musical he was instrumental in developing the 
blood delivery devices. Tim appeared in Quills playing Lunatic 
Bouchon, and with Buried Child he did Prop design. He also 
works with Absent Friends doing Prop design and fabrication. 

Emily Rooker (Composer/Sound Designer) is delighted 
to join the New Moon team for the first time. Emily 
Rooker is a songwriter, producer, vocalist and compos-
er whose recent works include Ostrander-nominated 
sound design for Dance Nation (Lone Tree Live), and 
her fourth studio album (Self-Titled). Rooker inde-
pendently produced and directed her original rock 
opera The Long Goodbye in 2022 and 2023, which debuted at Evergreen 
Theater after a successful $15k crowdfunding campaign. Rooker was Mem-
phis Songwriter Association’s 2022 Songwriter of the Year, and won the 
1st Place Jury Prize in the Hometowner Music Video category at the 2022 
Indie Memphis Film Festival. You can often find her singing in the choir at 
First Congo, walking dogs at the Humane Society, or forcing her friends to 
do readings of her work-in-progress musicals. Rooker thanks New Moon 
for the opportunity to get to know the classic hymn “Nearer My God to 
Thee” better than she knows most of her own music.



Upcoming 
Productions

TheatreWorks 
@ Overton Square

TheatreWorks 
@ The Evergreen Theatre

Nov 7 – 16

Our Own Voice

TBA

Oct 17 - 19

New Spark

TBA

Please turn off all cellular 
phones, chiming 

watches or any other 
noise creating devices.  

Texting or viewing texts on is not allowed during  
performance. 

No photography or recording devices 
allowed of ANY kind.
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Katy Stanfield (Movement Director) is thrilled to be joining 
the New Moon team for the first time! In her past life she was 
a professional ballet dancer with Ballet Memphis, Nashville 
Ballet, and Madison Ballet. She has recently been seen on 
stage in Nunsense (GCT) and Beauty and the Beast (Theatre 
Memphis) and choreographed The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Nighttime (GCT) and The Lightning Thief (Hutchison 

School). “Thank you to the Drowning Girls for letting me play in bath-
tubs with you!”

Chris Sterling (Set Design) has designed the sets for 
The Minutes, Lizzie 2024, The Squirrels, Small Mouth 
Sounds, Misery, Shockheaded Peter, Pillowman, Liz-
zie, Killer Joe, Haint (Ostrander winner for Best Set 
Design), Bug and The Rainmaker. He has been seen 
on several local stages over the years, and for NM he 
appeared in our production of The Rainmaker. He has 
also appeared in Secret Garden, Newsies and The Importance of Being 
Earnest at Theatre Memphis; The Hollow and The Mousetrap at GCT.

April Vincent (Stage Manager) is a long-time fan, first-time 
(cue) caller of New Moon Theatre Company! “Thanks to Ali-
za for the opportunity and to my mom for watching Evie while 
I’m at rehearal.”

Ashley Whitten-Kopera (Costume Designer) (she/
her) is a freelance costumer who has designed for 
many New Moon productions over the years, as well 
as several other theaters in the region.  She received 
her BA in Theatre and Art from Mercer University, 
and studied Costume Design at the University of 
Memphis. 

New Moon Theatre Company
Board of Directors

Melissa Andrews, James Kevin Cochran, 
Kell Christie, Gene Elliott, Jeff Kirwan, 

Chris Sterling, Mystie Watson



Aliza Moran (Director) has a BFA from the Uni-
versity of Memphis (‘04)  in Theatre Performance 
and a M.A in Educational Theatre in Colleges and 
Communities from NYU (‘18). At NYU, she 
studied abroad in Ireland and the UK studying 
Theatre for Young Audiences (TYA) and devising 
processes within foreign communities. Aliza has 

been an arts educator and community collaborator for 15+ 
years within the Memphis community. She continues to pro-
duce and support new theatrical experiences by collaborating 
with local Memphis artists, educators, community organiza-
tions, and creatives. Aliza’s most recently directed Smell of the 
Kill at Germantown Community Theatre and A Monster Calls 
at New Moon. Aliza is the Executive Director of Les Passees 
Kids on the Block which provides educational puppet 
performances to area non-profits and educational institutions.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Next Up at New Moon Theatre!



Texting or viewing texts on is not 
allowed during  performance. 

No photography or recording devices allowed of ANY kind.

Please turn off all cellular phones, chiming watches 
or any other noise creating devices.  



Relax . . . It’s Midtown

calming
influence

Massage & Bodywork

276-9423 • 74 North Cooper 
www.CalmInfluence.com

Offering many wonderful services such as: Offering many wonderful services such as: 
therapeutic massage, salt glows, foot baths, therapeutic massage, salt glows, foot baths, 

and more!and more!



Theatreworks would like to thank  
the following arts organizations that 
offer assistance through grants and 

arts programs.

Special Thanks to Everyone Who 
Gave Us Amazing Assistance! 

We Couldn’t Have Done It Without 
You!

Brian Ruggaber in the University of 
Memphis Department of Theatre and 
Dance, Mersadies Burch, Navin Part-
ners LLC, Kelly Green, Dive Shop, 
Aaron James, Sam Weakley, Mimi 
Herren, The Ginger’s Bread Co., 
Rhodes College, Playhouse on the 

Square, Theatre Memphis, 
Germantown Community Theatre, 
The Woodruff-Fontaine House


