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TIME & PLACE
1978 on an isolated farm house somewhere in Illinois.
There will be one 15 minute intermission
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New Moon Theatre
Presents

Buried Child
By Sam Shepard

Directed by Gene Elliott

Produced by special arrangement with
Dramatists Play Service, Inc.
440 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10016

This production is dedicated to
Ron Gordon.

New Moon Theatre Company
was formed in 2004 to
produce challenging works.  
It’s debut production of Fefu
and her Friends was a
wonderful success.
New Moon would like to
acknowledge the original
four founding members,
and thank them for
their vision, dedication
and hard work.

B. Feb. 4, 1949, D. April 17, 2017
“Say not in grief he is no more—
but live in thankfulness that he
was.” Hebrew Proverb

Bert Godwin
Pam Goss
Eastern Hale
David Newsome

ABOUT THE CAST
Mersadies Burch (Shelly) last appeared in New
Moon’s production of Killer Joe. Having studied
theatre and performed since the age of 7, theatre
has always been an integral part of her life. Favorite
theatrical credits include Buck Naked/Reporter/Detective/Cop/Clerk/Husband in Insurrection: Holding
History, King Claudius in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, and Madame Thenardier in Les Miserables.
Stephen Garret (Vince)  is frequently seen as a narrator in musicals or as the funny, sarcastic guy so this
is a nice change. This is his first time appearing with
New Moon. He was last on stage as Harold Hill in
The Music Man opposite his twin brother, dad, and
wife so that was pretty cool.
James Dale Green (Dodge) is please to be performing with the New Moon Theatre Company, again.
His other roles for New Moon include The Fool in King
Lear, The Actor in Woman In Black, and The Emcee
in Titus Andronicus. Besides Acting, James Dale
enjoys singing, songwriting, and playing mandolin.
James would like to thank Gene Elliott, the entire
cast and crew, and, of course, Sam Shepard (R.I.P).
Jeff Kirwan (Tilden) is grateful for this opportunity to
make his Memphis theatrical debut, and his return
to the stage after more than 20 years. Jeff would
like to thank the entire cast and crew for their
boundless generosity, and his wife, Kelly and daughter, Bri for their tireless love and support.

ABOUT THE CAST
Emily Peckham (Halie) is very happy to be back at
New Moon, having last appeared in Orpheus Descending. A few of her favorite shows at other theatres include Fuddy Meers (Gertie) at Theatre Memphis, where she received an Ostrander nomination.
Other favorites at GCT include Misery (Annie Wilkes),
Holiday Memories (Sook), and Steel Magnolias (Ouiser), for which she received an Ostrander nomination. “Big thanks to all the folks connected with the production, and with New Moon.  Love and thanks to my wonderful
Jim, and my equally wonderful Nick and Kate. Thanks for
letting me play, and for your encouragement.  Thanks to you
all for supporting live theatre.”
Christopher Tracy (Bradley) is excited to make his
New Moon debut and play with this talented cast.
His most recent appearances on stage include A
Streetcar Named Desire (Mitch), Much Ado About
Nothing (Benedick), and most recently a performance with the Memphis Symphony Orchestra
called Ellis Island: The Dream of America.
Jerry Wakefield (Dewis) has appeared in a number of plays in the Mid-South area, one of which
was New Moon’s production of Death of a Salesman in the role of Uncle Ben.  He has most recently
appeared here at Theatreworks in Judgment at
Nuremberg. Other plays that Jerry has enjoyed appearing in are Drinking Habits as Father Chenille,
And Then There None as General MacKenzie, Twelve Angry
Jurors as Juror 9, and as Mark Twain in Mark Twain Tales, The
Adventure of Tom Sawyer. Jerry would like to thank the Buried Child production crew for all their hard work.

Upcoming
Productions
TheatreWorks
November 10 - 26
Cloud9 Memphis presents
Marjorie Prime
By Jordan Harrison

The Evergreen Theatre
November 10 - 19
Friends of George’s Presents
A Krisko Country Christmas

ABOUT THE CREW
Melissa Andrews (Lighting Designer) is a freelance lighting designer and
stage manager. Recent credits include 12 Angry Jurors (lighting design,
Next Stage at Theatre Memphis), Barefoot in the Park (stage manager,
Desoto Family Theatre), and South Pacific (stage manager, Theatre Memphis). Melissa is also a New Moon board member.
Ashley Whitten Kopera (Costumer) is a freelance costume designer who
has designed for many other theatres around the Mid-South, including
Germantown Community Theatre, Theatre Memphis, Voices of the South
and Desoto Family Theatre, and is happy to add New Moon to that list.  
She received her BA in Theatre and Art from Mercer University, and studied
Costume Design at the University of Memphis.  In her “spare” time, Ashley
sells custom dresses and shirts on her Etsy site, Four Eyed Girl.  Visit my Etsy
store @ www.Etsy.com/Shop/FourEyedGirl
Chris Randolph (Sound Engineer) is excited to be back for his fourth production with New Moon Theater as sound engineer. Most recently he has
worked on Killer Joe. Other credits include Just Larry’s Theatre Bizarre and
Mayhem variety shows as well as the Memphis Comedy Festival.
Chris Sterling (Set Design) has designed the sets for Killer Joe, Haint (Ostrander winner for Best Set Design), Bug and The Rainmaker.  He has been
seen on several local stages over the years, most recently as the Sheriff in
NM’s production of The Rainmaker.  He has also appeared in The Importance of Being Earnest and Fallen Angels at Theatre Memphis; The Hollow
and The Mousetrap at GCT.
Mystie Watson (Stage Manager) has a BFA in Theatre Production and
Performance from U.T. Knoxville. She has had the privilege of working
with some talented people on several exciting productions throughout
the years, on and behind the stage. In the Memphis area, she’s previously worked with companies like ETC, New Moon, and Theatre Memphis. Whether she is acting, directing, stage managing, or even creating
costumes, she has truly loved being a part of each and every show. “...no
day but today!”

Please turn off all cellular phones, chiming
watches or any other noise creating devices.  
Texting or viewing texts on is not allowed
during performance.
Photography or recording devices of ANY kind
are not permitted and will be strictly enforced.

ABOUT THE PLAY
Written by the late, great Sam Shepard (b. Nov. 5, 1943 – d. July 27,
2017), Buried Child tells the story of a squalid farm home occupied
by a family filled with suppressed violence and an unease born of
deep-seated unhappiness. The characters are a ranting alcoholic
grandfather; a sanctimonious grandmother who goes on drinking
bouts with the local minister; and their sons, Tilden, an All-American
footballer now a hulking semi-idiot; and Bradley, who has lost one
leg to a chain saw. Into their midst comes Vince, a grandson none
of them recognizes or remembers, and his girlfriend, Shelly, who
cannot comprehend the madness to which she is suddenly introduced. The family harbors a dark secret that does not want to be
brought to the light.
Winner of the 1979 Pulitzer Prize. Revised for the 1996 Broadway
production. This powerful and brilliant play probes deep into the
disintegration of the American Dream.
Shepard is one of the most prolific of our playwrights, and, for that
matter, certainly one of the most brilliant." —NY Post.
"Mr. Shepard is an uncommon playwright and uncommonly gifted…" —NY Times.

THE DIRECTOR
Gene Elliott (Director) is President and Artistic Director for New Moon. He has directed for many
of New Moon’s productions including Orpheus
Descending, Frankenstein, Bug, ‘Night Mother,
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, and
The Maids.  He has also appeared onstage at
several theatres in Memphis.  For New Moon
Theatre he has appeared as The Ghost in Hamlet, J.D. in The Rainmaker. Gene has received
two Ostrander Awards in Sound Design; King
Lear and The Woman In Black. For Theatre Memphis he recently
designed their sound for Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.  “I want to thank
the cast for their amazing hard work on this production. They have
not flinched from exploring the intense subject matter. They came
to each rehearsal ready to play. And to the crew; you’ve done
incredible work bringing this show to life.  Thank you for coming and
I hope you all enjoy the production!”

Theatreworks would like to thank
the following arts organizations that
offer assistance through grants and
arts programs.

New Moon Theatre’s
2017 - 2018 Season
Buried Child
by Sam Shepard
Oct. 20 - Nov. 5, 2017

Eurydice
by Sarah Ruhl
Feb. 9 - 25, 2018

Othello
by William Shakespeare
May 4 - 20, 2018
For more info please visit
www.NewMoonTheatre.org

New Moon Theatre would like
to thank the following, without whom this production
could not have succeeded:
Precision Prosthetics,

New Moon
Theatre Company
Board of Directors
Melissa Andrews

Bill Short, John Rone, Church of

Gregory Boller

the Good Shepherd

Kell Christie

Eastern Hale,
Tom & Tracie Hansom,

Gene Elliott

Theatre Memphis,

William Henry

University of Memphis,

Amy Van Doren Rust

Fred Harpell, Germantown
Community Theatre

Chris Sterling
Sylvia Wilson

Sam Shepard originally
wrote Buried Child in 1978, and it
was first produced at the Magic
Theatre in San Francisco. It won the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1979. The
text being used for this production is
a re-drafted version of the play from
1996, when the play was revised by
Steppenwolf Theatre Company in
Chicago. Shepard attended many
of the rehearsals for that production and felt the need to make changes to the text because there
were more ambiguities than he had intended, and he wanted to
bring out the humor that is integral to the success of the play. He
says he had got fed up with seeing portentous Greek-tragedy style
versions of the play. Buried Child is the second in a series of family
plays, the first of which was The Curse of the Starving Class (1976)
and which also includes True West (1980), Fool for Love (1983) and
A Lie of the Mind (1985). Shepard said that he had tried to deny the
influence of the family in the American dramatic tradition, saying; ‘I
always did feel a part of that tradition but hated it. I couldn’t stand
those plays that were all about the turmoil of the family. And then
I realized, well that was very much part of my life, and maybe that
has to do with being a playwright, that you’re somehow snared
beyond yourself.’ Although a work of fiction, Buried Child draws on
a number of autobiographical elements from Shepard’s own family background: Shepard’s paternal grandfather owned a dairy
farm in Illinois; Dodge is a Shepard family name; his father struggled
throughout his life with alcoholism; of his several uncles, one of
them died in a motel room on his wedding night, like the dead
Ansel in the play, and another had a wooden leg due to an accident when he was ten years old. Shepard writes about visiting the
farm in two of his collections of short stories, “Motel Chronicles” and
again in “Hawk Moon”. Buried Child also has a number of literary
comparisons – it has echoes of Pinter’s The Homecoming and also
of Eugene O’Neill’s Desire under the Elms.

calming
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Relax . . . It’s Mid
Now adding Facials and Waxing
to our amazing range of services!

19 N. Cooper, Memphis
901-725-0521
Please turn
off all cellular
phones, chiming watches or
any other noise
creating
devices.  
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Andrew Chandler has been offering his
freelance services for more over a decade.
Customers are impressed with his accessibility and extremely short turn around time
for projects.
Services Andrew Provides Include:
• Illustration
• Cartooning

• Graphic Design

“Andrew is an amazing graphic
artist and is very gifted at anything he puts his mind to!”
~ New Moon

901-218-1311
www.AndrewChandler.net

We do more than soup!

Try our Sandwiches, Salads,
Plate Lunches, and Breakfasts!
Open 7am - 3pm Tues. thru Thur.
7am - 9pm Fri. & Sat.
Sunday 9am - 3pm

Our Patio is OPEN!
993 South Cooper
Memphis, Tennessee 38104

www.StoneSoupCafeMemphis.com

